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Qo 26 November 2018
Members and supporters of Friends of the Underprivileged (FOU) traveled at our own
;0“ expenses to the project sites. We provided relieving assistance, assessed current

educational, social, and health-care projects, and evaluated new projects to provide
sustainable benefits to the underprivileged.

SYNERGETIC ACTIVITIES

Supporting the underprivileged through education is the main focus of FOU. We have been cooperating with United

World College of Southeast Asia (UWCSEA) in Singapore and Cardinal Newman High School (CNHS) in California to
provide scholarships to K-12 and college students. Participants from both schools visited and interacted with children from
the leprosy community in Di Linh and those at the special education school Mai Anh in Da Lat. They shared games, toys,
clothes, shoes, and distributed gifts to all patients and their children at DiLinh. The UWCSEA team completed their trip in
March, while the CNHS team visited both places during Easter in April.

Two FOU friends visited the Hue Central Hospital last July. They distributed nutritious milk and cheered the sick children

there. Our FOU board members and supporters also completed their annual visits to numerous project sites in August.

Education. Last year FOU offered 529 scholarships to 28 college students and 501 K-12 students at 8 different locations
in Vietnam (Bu Dang, Cam Ranh, Di Linh, K'Ren, Kontum, Pleiku, Datong, Long Dien). This drastic increment of
scholarships from 377 in one year reflected the success of our program and warm supports from worldwide contributors.
About 40% of sponsored students earned their honor certificates of academic excellence. During our visit, we met and
distributed awards to honor students for their outstanding efforts inspire of their hardship, while motivating others to try
harder to reach their full potentials. At Da Tong and K'ren, we pledged to support teachers and after-school tutoring
classes. Ten scholarships were also provided to students attending medical school in Saigon; three scholarship
recipients successfully graduated last year.

Two new libraries were founded last year following the positive model of Lam Anh library in Long Dien. The DK
library was established in Kontum, and the new Ly Thanh Phuong library was established in Cam Ranh. All libraries,
located in dormitories at Catholic convents, are equipped with new desktop computers, printers, furniture, textbooks as
well as reference books.

Relief support. We distributed gifts and rice to the patients at different leprosy communities (Di Linh, Pleiku, Cam Ranh,
and Nha Trang). Off-the-counter medicine were provided to the nuns in Da Tong and Pleiku who are qualified to
diagnose and distribute free medication to the sick and poor Montagnards. We also distributed 250 pairs of slippers to
bare-footed children and cheered them up with new clothes, candies, and toys.

Clean water and sanitation. We investigated a new project to bring fresh water from a hill down to two tribal villages in
N'Tol. The gravity-fed water system is relatively easy to maintain compared to the existing water wells that need
electricity and constant maintenance of water pumps.

FOU built and donated 11 toilets to tribal communities in Kontum last year, and 17 more were completed in October
2018; The 11 units in Plei Tania, and 6 units in Plei G'roi were donated to either handicapped or crowded tribal families.

OUTLOOKS

FOU will focus on following projects in the coming months:

Clean water. FOU have started the new project to bring fresh water to N'Tol tribal villages. We expect to complete in
early next year, weather permitting.

Sustainable energy. FOU will provide technical and financial support for irrigating systems at the leprosy community in
Di Linh and solar powered lights at the remote tribal villages in N'Tol where people live without electricity for years.

Sanitary. In phase three, FOU will build additional toilets at tribal villages in Kontum. Each toilet and linked septic tanks
cost less than 300 usd.

Educational. FOU will continue to provide scholarships to underprivileged students while motivating them for higher
education. We will support the maintenance of computers at three libraries and employed qualified tutors to guide the
students.

Health care. FOU will continue to supply common medicine to qualified nuns for free distribution to the tribal people.
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Fig.1: FOU and Cam Phong Buddish temple distribute rice,
books, and relief funding to Nui San leprosy community. Nha with children at special education school. DiLinh and
Trang, Dec 2017. Dalat, Mar 2018.
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Fig. 4: Minority students excite with new computers, furniture, and books at Ly Thanh Phuong library. Cam Ranh, May 2018
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Fig.6: Mr. Phuc distributes toys to honor studetns (left). An honor kid picks her new Fig. 7. Mr Phuc and a patient at leprosy
slippers as part of her award (right). K'ren tribe, Aug 2018. community. DiLinh, Aug 2018
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cine and gifts to the underprivileged minority. Datong, Aug 20
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F|g 11 Honor students with their gifts. Bu Dang and Lon Dlen Aug 2018

F|g 12: Newly admitted university students share thelr thoughts (left). FOU members W|th students at the|r boardmg home
(right). Long Dien site 1, Aug 2018.

Fig. 13: A light moment W|th trlbal kIdS (Ieft)"" Erika and Thu | Jom the group activities (right). Kontum, Aug. 2018
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Fig. 14: FOU member and supporters with honor students (Ieft)ﬁ Tribal students perform a musical show with their homemade
xylophone (right). Kontum, Aug. 2018
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Fig. 15: Primitive and unsanitary toilet (left). Mr. Thanh and FOU friends inspect a new toilet (with white walls in the background
The yard, in the foreground, is filled with wet animal feces (right). Kontum, Aug 2018.
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hard‘-[earned certificates. Cam Ranh, Aug 2018.
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Fig. 20: Distributing rice to leprosy patients in Nui San. Nha Trang, Aug 2018.
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