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Friends of the Underprivileged (FOU) members and supporters traveled at our own 
expenses to remote areas in Vietnam. We assessed current educational, social, and 
health-care projects, as well as evaluated new projects to benefit the underprivileged. 

SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES 
Supporting underprivileged students through education is the main focus of FOU. We work with United World 

College of Southeast Asia (UWCSEA) in Singapore and Cardinal Newman High School (CNHS) in California to provide 
scholarships to K-12 students and selected college students in our pilot program. Students from both schools 
affectionately interacted with children from the leprosy community in Di Linh and those at the special educational school 
Mai Anh in Da Lat (Figs. 1-6). Students and faculty from CNHS visited both places in January while those from 
UWCSEA completed their trip in March.  

Other activities were organized by FOU supporters. We collaborated with Dr. Nguyen Dang Khoa of 
Americans Helping Asian Children Foundation in California who personally examined and customized 12 hearing aids 
to children in Phan Rang in January (Fig. 8). Another group visited Nhan Ai hospital in Binh Phuoc and distributed gifts 
to the AIDS patients in June. 

FOU group traveled in July to follow up on our projects. This year FOU provides 327 scholarships to 
underprivileged K-12 students, and 20 college students from which 11 are attending medical schools (Fig. 7). After 
assessing educational programs for the minorities in Kon Tum, Cam Ranh, and Phan Rang we provided new 
scholarships to potential students and distributed gifts to the poor in the areas. We then visited Di Linh, Long Dien, and 
Minh Hung to celebrate the success of our existing scholarship programs at these locations. On the average, nearly 
40% of scholarship recipients received honor certificates last year. At the leprosy community in Di Linh, the group 
distributed gifts to the patients and their children, and donated additional fund to rebuild a dormitory residence which 
was burnt down due to electrical issue (Figs. 9-13). FOU continues supporting two libraries at dormitories for ethnic 
minority in Long Dien and Minh Hung; the former is for high school students while the latter is for elementary students. 
We provided additional school textbooks, computers and computing reference books, large screen monitors, multi-
system DVD players, and educational DVD disks for group activities. In addition to English books, we also stocked up 
Vietnamese books to benefit the minority students since they speak their own dialects and need help to catch up with 
the Vietnamese language at schools (Fig. 14). 

Many of our short-term relieving efforts and long-term projects are to benefit the minorities. In DaTong, we 
donated medicine for free distribution by Catholic Sisters who have professional qualification and experiences. While 
monitoring conditions of eight water systems that FOU sponsored three years ago, we distributed 200 pairs of slippers 
to bare footed children, and cheered them with new clothes, candies, and toys (Figs. 15-16). We also supported 
summer classes where minority college students volunteered to help children at their own tribes. At other leprosy 
communities in Kon Tum, Dakto, and Cam Ranh, we distributed nutritious packages to the patients and their families 
(Fig. 17).  We noticed the primitive conditions of family toilets in several tribes (Fig. 18), and then established contacts 
with tribal leaders in Kon Tum to explore effective and economical ways to improve the sanitary conditions. 

OUTLOOKS 
FOU will focus on following projects in the coming months: 

• Clean water project. We identified a new project to bring spring water from high elevation to the center of a 
large tribal village in DaTong. FOU is working with a contractor on this project, and establishing a program to 
repair and maintain existing water wells.  

• Sanitary project. FOU will help to build decent toilets at tribal villages in Kon Tum while using local labor for 
this project. We will duplicate the simple yet effective toilets from other tribal villages in Lam Dong.  

• Educational project. FOU will continue to provide scholarships to underprivileged students while motivating 
other students to work hard to earn their scholarships. 



Page 2 of 6 
 

 
Fig. 1: Mr. Scharfen (*), colleagues and students 

from Cardinal Newman School with the children at 
Mai Anh special education school. Da Lat. 

 

  
Fig. 2: Mr. Scharfen's group and children from Di Linh 

leprosy community at the picnic site Dam B'ri. Bao Loc. 

  
Fig. 3: Miss Uyen (*), Ms. Anh (#) and students at Mai Anh special education school. Da Lat. 

 

 
Fig. 4: Ms. Yen (*) at the tribal village K'Ren. Lam 

Dong. 

 
Fig. 5: United World College volunteers and students 

at Mai Anh special education school. Da Lat. 
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Fig. 6: Students from United World College and 

children at the leprosy community. Di Linh. 
 

  
Fig 7: Mr. Quan (*) with faculty and medical students. 

Saigon. 

  
Fig. 8: Dr. Khoa (*) examines and customizes hearing aids to 12 deaf-and-mute students. Phan Rang. 

 

 
Fig. 9: Ms. Thuyen (*) and a patient at the leprosy 

clicnic. Di Linh. 

 
Fig. 10: David (*) and Ryan (#) distribute gifts to children. 

Di Linh. 
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Fig. 11: Mr. Hoang (*) and patients at the leprosy 

community. DiLinh. 

  
Fig. 12: Excited minority kids and their new toys. Lam Dong 

and Binh Phuoc. 

 

  
Fig. 13: Academically excellent students show off their honor certificates in Di Linh (left) and Minh Hung (right). 

 

 
Fig. 14: New books and videos for Lam Anh library (left) and Dieu Anh library (right). Binh Phuoc. 
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Fig. 15: Ms. Binh (*) fits new slippers to a tribal kid's 

bare feet. Binh Phuoc. 

 
Fig. 16: A tribal lady and her grandchild. Lam Dong. 

 

  
Fig. 17: Mr. Thanh (*) distributes gifts to patients with leprosy in Kon Tum (left) and Dakto (right). 

 

   
Fig. 18: Poor tribal families and their primitive toilets. Kon Tum. 
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