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2 January 2022 
 
 
 
 

The pandemic has affected many activities worldwide. While delaying trips to our project sites in Vietnam, FOU continues 
to operate our projects remotely by coordinating help with friends and the nuns in Vietnam. 

 
EDUCATION 
• Scholarship program.  

Supporting the underprivileged through education is the FOU’s main focus. Our scholarship program has gradually shifted 
toward higher education while supporting the younger K-12 students. The pandemic has affected many minority students 
since some must return to their primitive tribes without online facilities to keep up with their classes. When allowed, some 
are stayed with the Sisters at respective convents and shared limited computers /phones for online study. The student 
dropout reflects in the number of scholarships this year. FOU supported 633 students last year but only 526 students this 
year, comprising of 476 K-12 students and 50 college/university students from 7 different locations in Vietnam (Bu Dang, 
Cam Ranh, Di Linh, Dalat, Kontum, Pleiku, Saigon, and Binh Phuoc). 

The pandemic reflects on the letters and drawings that students sent to their sponsors (Fig. 1). While students at Lam 
Anh library taking turn and enjoying individual computer and headset (Fig. 2), students at other dormitories have to share 
the limited resources when studying online (Figs. 3-5). FOU encourages high-school graduates from our program to 
continue for advanced study. This newsletter only shows few examples of students who are attending or graduated from 
colleges /universities. Many students selected healthcare profession (Figs. 6,8,10,11,12,14,15,16), while others chose 
pedagogy (Figs. 9,17), law (Fig. 7), technology (Fig. 13), linguistics, or business. 

• Facility support.  
FOU established 5 libraries and added 2 more last year: the new libraries Bui Le in Pleiku (Fig. 18) and Bui Koa in Binh 
Phuoc (Fig. 19). Total of 15 new computers, reference books, furniture, and utilities were provided to these new libraries. 
An additional 15 computers were added to the established library Lam Anh at a different dormitory in Binh Phuoc to 
enhance its capacity for online learning. Headphones, WIFI and extender… were also added at other sites. 
 During our trip to central Vietnam in 2019, FOU organized short courses at 4 different sites to students with some 
musical background. We donated recorders, printed lessons, and were amazed with the children’s abilities not only to pick 
up the skills quickly but can teach other children afterward. At ThienAn convent in Pleiku, the young and talented 
“musicians” joined the children orchestra and have been performing at major events at the convent (Fig. 20). Safer baby 
delivery without sophisticated medical facility at remote tribes reflects the success of our midwife training courses. Two 
experienced midwives, who had no training before attending our course, reported their confidence and successful delivery 
cases at the remote Bonglar tribe in Pleiku (Fig. 21). 
 

RELIEF EFFORT 
During the peak of pandemic we sent 5776 soaps to FOU-supported dormitories in 2020. In 2021 FOU forwarded (i) 4,000usd 
to support daily meal program for isolated patients and workers at various makeshift clinics in Saigon (Fig. 22) through the 
Tuong Nguyen pagoda (chùa Tuờng Nguyên, http://tuongnguyenthientu.com), and (ii) 1,000usd to purchase personal 
medical protection items for 50 sanitary workers at the People’s Hospital 115 (Fig. 23) via the Society of Mothers (Hội Quán 
Các Bà Mẹ, https://www.facebook.com/hoiquancacbame.com.vn).  

 
OUTLOOKS 
FOU can remotely supports following projects while waiting for safer international travel during pandemic. 
• Education. FOU will continue providing scholarships to underprivileged students while motivating them for higher 

education. Support for online learning is planned: large monitors for group study, personal earphones for each 
student... 

• Pandemic care. FOU could donate soaps, masks, and common medicine to high-density dormitories when needed. 
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Fig. 1: Left to right: the pandemic through the eyes of Ro Wuyn (grade 1), Mah Sau (grade 3), and A Tue (grade 7) 
 

 
Fig. 2: An online session at Lam Anh library, Binh Phuoc 

 
Fig. 3: An online session at ThienAn 2 dormitory, Pleiku 
 

 
Fig. 4: Sharing monitors at Bui Le library, Pleiku 

 
Fig. 5: Sharing monitors at ThienAn 1 dormitory, Pleiku. 
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Fig. 6: Y Mung, a high-school graduate under care of Sister 
Nguyet in Cam Ranh, attends Pham Ngoc Thach medical school 
in Saigon. 

 
Fig. 7: Ayua Mun Choon, a high-school graduate under care of 
Sister Nguyet in Cam Ranh, attends law school in Saigon. 

 
Fig.8: Ka Hien, a high-school graduate under care of Sister Tu, in 
DiLinh, attends Pham Ngoc Thach medical school in Saigon. 

 
Fig. 9: Y Nay, a high-school graduate under care of Sister 
Thanh in Kontum, attends College of Education in Kontum. 

 
Fig. 10 : Ka Quynh Nhu, a high-school graduate under care of 
Sister Tu in DiLinh, works as a pharmacy intern in Lam Dong. 

 
Fig. 11: Y Tuyet, a high-school graduate under care of Sister Mai 
in Kontum, attends College of Nursing in Kontum. 
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Fig. 12: Thi Phung, a high-school graduate under care of Sister 
Phuc in Binh Phuoc, attends College of Nursing in Khanh Hoa. 

 
Fig.13: Dieu Huy, a high-school graduate under care of Sister Phuc 
in Binh Phuoc, attends Automotive Technical College in Vung Tau. 

 
Fig. 14: Neo, a high-school graduate under care of Sister Huong 
in Pleiku, attends College of Pharmacy in Hue. 

 
Fig. 15: Y Huyen Trang, a high-school graduate under care of 
Sister Mai in Kontum, attends College of Nursing in Kontum. 

 
Fig. 16: Dr. Thap Xuan Luan, 2019 graduate, serves at the ER 
department at Dong Nai hospital. 

 
Fig. 17: Lieng Hot K’Jom (*), a high-school graduate under care 
of Sister Man in Dalat and College of Education class of 2021, 
works as a kindergarten teacher in Dalat. 

* 
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Fig. 18: The new library Bui Le in Pleiku 
 

 
Fig. 19: The new library Bui Koa in Binh Phuoc 
 

 
Fig. 20: FOU donated recorders and provided initial training to the 
players (standing on left) at ThienAn convent. Pleiku. 

 
Fig. 21: Two midwives Denh (1) and Suynh (2) with their 
delivered children /babies at Bonglar tribe. Pleiku. 

1 

2 
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Fig. 22: Food supplies and daily meal preparation /delivery for patients /workers at makeshift hospitals. Tuong Nguyen pagoda. 
 

 
Fig. 23: Pandemic personal protection for workers at People’s Hospital 115. Saigon. 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
 
 
We sincerely thank the following groups and individuals on behalf of the underprivileged in Vietnam. The following information 
reflects new donations received during 1 July 2020 – 31 December 2021. Any new donation received after 1 January 2022 
will be reported in our next newsletter. 
 

ORGANIZATIONS: 
— Capital Group Companies Charitable Foundation (accounted in the July 2020 report) 
— Kaiser Permanente (accounted in the July 2020 report) 
— United World College of Southeast Asia 
— Shell Oil Company Foundation Matching Gifts 
— AmazonSmile 
─ Tropical Star Enterprise Inc. 
─ Penn Virginia Corp 
─ Benevity Fund /Microsoft 
─ Benevity Fund /American Online giving Foundation 
─ The Blackbaud Giving Fund /Pacific Life Foundation 
─ S&A Investment LLC 

 
 

DONORS (1 July 2020 – 31 December 2021): 
We have received cash, goods donations, and kind help from the following supporters): 
 Thuyen Vu & Hung Dinh, David Dinh, Ryan Dinh, Thanh Vu, Chuong & Hoang Vu, Thomas & Hoang Yen Pham, 

Quynh Tram & Vinh Bui, Thanh Chung Vu, Ngan Anh Vu, Kim Ly Le, Kim Khue Nguyen Phan, Nguyen Thi Hieu, 
Diem Nguyen, Thanh Ostheimer, Hong & Anh Nguyen, Le Bao Ngoc & Michael Truong, Nguyen Hoang Phuc, and 
Nhung Bui. 

 Lien Huong Ha, Tammy Ha, Kim Nhu Nhu, Thu Ha, Harry Le, Khanh S. Hoang & Thuy T. Do, Ching King Chieng and 
family, Lan Mason & family, Tuong & Vang Nguyen, Hoang & Tu Anh Nguyen, Sheila Mai Lan Tran, Minh & Tuong 
Van Pham, Anonymous-1, Luong & Mary Ha, Thuy & Duc Minh Pho, Bich Ngoc Nguyen, Thu Nguyen Bowe, Lien 
Eifert, Michael & Julie Nguyen, Diana Madokoro, Thu Do, Long & Kieu Do, Thuy & Duc Minh Pho, Bich Ngoc 
Nguyen, Liem & Lisa Nguyen, Robert & Dana Huck, and Ly & Chu Nguyen 

 Le T. DanLam & Thanh T Dan, Nguyen Thanh Bao Chau, Cam Sa Do & David, Phuong Ha, Nguyen Duc Cuong, 
Tuan Pham, Quy & Danh Nguyen, Deana DamTrang Nguyen, Thang Dao, Van Dao & Banh Thanh, Hung-Viet 
Truong-Cao & My-Hiep Thi Tran, Kim Thoa & Chanh Nguyen, Liem T. Nguyen & Lisa L. Nguyen, Thanh Tung Le 
& Michael Nguyen, Nhan Tran & Tuan Pham, Giao Huynh & Trung, Lan Vu & Tien Nguyen, My Nga Monique Do, 
and Thuy Tran. 

 
Note: Donation can be conveniently made online via Zelle. Amazon donates to FOU when you purchase through Smile. 
Amazon.com (See details at: http://www.fou2asia.org/support-fou.html) 
 

http://www.fou2asia.org/support-fou.html
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