
Friends of the Underprivileged (FOU) 

Newsletter 

Email: f_o_u@yahoo.com 
Website: http://fou2asia.org 
 
20 January 2026 
 

FOU representatives visited many project sites in September. The members and volunteers traveled at their own expense, 
so that 100% of the donated funds will be used to benefit the underprivileged.  
 

EDUCATION 
Helping the underprivileged through education is the FOU’s main focus. We have established 10 libraries so far. 

1) CNHS library in DiLinh/Gia Lành. Managed by Nữ Tử Bác Ái Convent.  
2) First Ly-Thanh-Phương library in Cam Ranh. Managed by Đức Bà Truyền Giáo Convent.  
3) Sỹ-Luân library in Buôn Ma Thuột . Managed by Nữ Vương Hoà Bình Convent.  
4) Second Ly-Thanh-Phương library in Kontum. Managed by Phao Lồ Convent.  
5) DK library in Kontum. Managed by Nữ Tử Bác Ái Convent. 
6) Đinh-Vũ library for schoolgirls in Pleiku. Managed by Phao Lồ Convent  
7) Thanh-Nhàn library for schoolboys in Pleiku. Managed by Phao Lồ Convent  
8) Bùi-Lê library in Pleiku. Managed by Phao Lồ convent. 
9) Bùi-Koa library in Bình Phước. Managed by Nữ Vương Hoà Bình Convent. 
10) Lam-Anh library in Bình Phước. Managed by Đức Bà Truyền Giáo Convent. 

 
This academic year, FOU awarded 529 scholarships (486 to K-12 graders and 43 to college students) at 12 sites. Despite the 
language barrier and hardships, many outstanding tribal students continued after high school and graduated last summer 
(Figs. 1-4).  
 
FOU representatives visited FOU sites in central Vietnam in September. In BuonMaThuot, we donated food commodities and 
toys to the orphans, and funds to build a community hall at Bửu Thắng II temple (Fig. 5). We also visited Sỹ Luân Library and 
joined the sisters to honor the excellent academic students at Teresa dormitory (Fig. 6). We were busy with activities in Pleiku 
the following days. We visited both Đinh Vũ and Thanh Nhàn Libraries at the Thiên Ân site #1 and #2 for schoolgirls and 
schoolboys, respectively. At each site, we toured the facilities, distributed awards to honored students, enjoyed the student 
shows, and provided financial support to both libraries (Figs. 7,8). We then visited the tribal villages near Thanh Nhàn water 
well and the newly established Từ Bi well in the outskirts of Pleiku (Figs. 9,10). Food commodities, toys, and new clothes were 
welcomed by the tribal people in Chu Prong province, where the new water well has been built (Figs. 11,12). We were back to 
Pleiku city to visit the Bùi Lê Library at another Teresa dormitory. We assessed the FOU-funded installation of two new solar 
water heaters and a new roof replacing the rusted and leaking roof at this site (Figs. 13,14). We then honored the top students 
and enjoyed the traditional musical show by the minority students (Figs. 15-17).  
 
Teachers and students at HP Academy in Saigon collected and sent textbooks and school supplies to students in Datong (Fig. 
18). FOU also donated over-the-counter medicine to a clinic in Datong for free distribution to tribal people who seek medical 
help from qualified nuns at the clinic. 
 

OUTLOOKS 
FOU will continue to support the underprivileged groups in Vietnam for the coming year: 

• Education. Continue providing scholarships and school supplies to minority students while motivating them for 
higher education. Upgrade computers and provide support to current libraries. 

• Health care. Provide clean water while maintaining the established water wells, offer basic medical care, and 
improve sanitary conditions in remote tribal communities. We plan to build family toilets in Chu Prong province in 
Pleiku, following the similar success of toilet construction in Kontum. 

• Green environment. Install additional solar-powered hot water systems at FOU-supported dormitories.  
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Fig. 1. Maria Meo, graduated from Hue University and has worked as a pharmacist since Aug 2025. 

 

 
Fig. 2. Graduated from Hue University in Aug 2025, Ksor Nhang is now a proud and happy nurse. 

 

  
 

Fig. 3. (a) Điểu thị Hồng and (b) Thị Lê receiving their Pharmacy 
diplomas at Tây Nguyên Polytechnics. Aug 2025. 

 

 
  

Fig. 4. (a) Y Khuyên and classmates at the graduation 
ceremony at the College of Art and Literature in DakLak. 
Aug 2025. 
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Fig. 5. Visit and donate to Bửu Thắng II temple. BuonMaThuot. 

    
Fig. 6. Visit Sỹ Luân Library and honor the excellent academic students. Teresa dormitory, BuonMaThuot. 

  
Fig. 7. Visit Đinh Vũ Library and school girls at Thiên Ân 1 dormitory. Pleiku. 

 
Fig. 8. Visit Thanh Nhàn Library and school boys at Thiên Ân 2 dormitory. Pleiku. 
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Fig. 9. FOU established clean water sources at the Thanh Nhàn well (left) and the new Từ Bi well (right). Pleiku.  

 

  
Fig. 10. Free clean water to the tribal villagers. Pleiku. 

 

  
Fig. 11. Gifts to tribal villages: rice and commodities (left), and new clothes (right) 
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Fig. 12. Tribal villagers living near the Từ Bi water well. Pleiku. 

 

  
Fig. 13. Visit Bùi Lê Library and students. Teresa dormitory. Pleiku. 

 

   
Fig. 14. Improve infrastructure at the dormitory for minorities: two new solar water heaters (left), and the new roof at the Teresa dormitory 

(right). Pleiku. 
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Fig. 15. Students proudly showing their honor certificates while celebrating a good year. Teresa dormitory. Pleiku. 

 

  
Fig. 16. Happy students at Teresa dormitory. Pleiku 

 

 
Fig. 17. Preserving the traditional culture for Montagnard students. 
Teresa dormitory. Pleiku 

 
Fig. 18. Minority students and new school supplies. Datong, 
Lam Dong. 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
We sincerely thank the following groups and individuals on behalf of the underprivileged in Vietnam. The following 
information reflects new donations received from 1 January to 31 December 2025. 
 
ORGANIZATIONS:  
 

Organizations Location 
— United World College of Southeast Asia Singapore 
— Schwab Charitable USA 
— Shell Oil Company Foundation Matching Gifts USA 
— American Online Giving USA 
— The Blackbaud Giving Fund /Pacific Life Foundation USA 
— FIDUS Group USA 
— HP Academy Vietnam 

 
 
DONORS: (1 Jan - 31 Dec 2025) 
 
We have received cash, and in-kind donations (toys, school supplies, clothes, footwear, computing laptops, 
candies, computer accessories, shipping cost, translation…), and kind help from the following supporters: 

– Thuyen Vu & Hung Dinh, David Dinh, Ryan Dinh, Trong Anh & Hong Nguyen, Quynh Tram & Vinh Bui, 
Cung N. Phan, Kim Ly Le-Phan, Dai Trang Pham, Anh Chi Vu, Chuong & Hoang Vu, Nguyen Hoang 
Phuc, Teachers and staffs at HP Academy, Nguyen Thi Van Anh, and Thomas & Hoang Yen Pham. 

– Lien Huong Ha, Tammy Ha, Maythu Hung, Dan Hung, Diana Nguyen, Thu Ha, Kim Chi Huynh & Khang 
Tang, Ny Tang, Vo Trong Phap, Khanh S. Hoang & Thuy T. Do, Ching King Chieng and family, Lan 
Manson & family, Ly & Chu Nguyen, Bob & Dana Huck, Lan Tran, Nam Nguyen, Hanh Nguyen, Ha 
Nguyen, Minh Huu Pham, Thuy Tran, Thu & Dung Nguyen, Anonymous-1, Liem Thao Lisa Nguyen, 
Xuan Hong & Phuc, and Tuan Pham. 

– Le T. Dan Lam & Thanh T Dan, Hung-Viet Truong-Cao & My-Hiep Thi Tran, and Thuy Tran Tran. 
– Thuyen Vu and Tina Thanh Vu for designing and tirelessly maintaining our FOU website. 

 
 
Note: Donation can be conveniently made online via Zelle bank transfer. 
(See details at: http://www.fou2asia.org/support-fou.html) 
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